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Sewer plant in
progress
Town officials tour the new
facility, which is still under 
construction.
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School of choice
isn’t popular
The Lyndeborough Central
School option isn’t getting
much play.
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Preview of local
music and arts

festivals

Sports

Soccer season
to begin
Sports Editor Tim Goodwin
takes a look at the season
outlook at various schools
in the region.
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Business

Half-marathon
good tourism?
Businesses weigh in on the
tourism draw for the recent
half-marathon.
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TUESDAY SEXUAL ASSAULT: Former Jaffrey man gets 20-40 years in prison Page 3
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A RETURN TO OUR ROOTS
FIFTH IN A SERIES

A GARDEN GROWS
IN SCHOOL
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Ben Wickett, left, Tor Petrov and Elsa Schloemer line up for brunch for lunch at the Well School in 
Peterborough in May.

LOCAL PRODUCE IN CAFETERIAS: New federal legislation encourages 
healthy eating and vegetable production in schools.

STAFF PHOTO BY EMARI TRAFFIE

Steve Andersen of Temple proposes an alternative to 
plowing private driveways using public funds at a public 
forum on Thursday.

TEMPLE: Town looks to continue snow removal of private drives

To plow, or not to plow
BY EMARI TRAFFIE

Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

TEMPLE — A public forum to discuss the
possibility of the town continuing to plow its res-
idents’ private driveways shifted away from the
original plan of fighting the state law that pro-
hibits it to the proposal of a nonprofit associa-
tion that could take over the work.

Select Board Member Tedd Petro estimated
that more than 110 people packed into the Tem-
ple Town Hall to seek understanding and offer
opinions on the subject on Thursday night. 

“[Plowing private driveways] is rather im-
portant to all of us and this turnout is proof of

that,” Select Board Chair John Kieley said at
start of the forum on Thursday.

Temple plowed private driveways for more
than half a century without drawing the atten-
tion of state officials. That changed in March
when the town submitted a supplemental budg-
et to the N.H. Department of Revenue Adminis-
tration showing an additional $40,000 added to a
$50,000 budget line for private driveway plow-
ing, which was approved at Town Meeting. 

Kieley said the $40,000 was needed partially
to make up for $25,000 the town overspent last
year on plowing private driveways due to unan-

Boater
found
dead

BY DAVE ANDERSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

HANCOCK — In the midst
of the town’s annual Old Home
Day celebration on Saturday,
tragedy struck when police
and firefighters were called
away from a Main Street pa-
rade to recover the body of
Hancock resident Lance Pat-
ten, 48, who drowned in Moose
Brook earlier in the day.

Patten’s overturned kayak
was discovered by his wife,
Beverly, at about 9:48 a.m. She
went out on Moose Brook in
another kayak after she found
that her husband hadn’t re-
turned after heading out on a
moonlight paddle at about 2
a.m. that morning.

“We kayaked the brook all
the time,” Beverly Patten said
on Monday. “We’d had a camp-
fire the night before. It was a
wonderful evening. The moon
was bright; it was peaceful and
beautiful.”

The family’s Longview
Road home abuts Moose
Brook. According to Beverly,
her husband, their 17-year-old
daughter Savannah, and sev-
eral of Savannah’s friends had
stayed up late around a camp-
fire Friday night. 

“I went to bed and he stayed
up with the kids,” Beverly said.

Turn to HANCOCK ....Page 5

LYNDEBOROUGH

Details 
released 
in murder

BY DAVE ANDERSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

LYNDEBOROUGH — 
Gloria St. Laurent, the 86-
year-old wife of Cram Hill
Road resident Noel St. Lau-
rent, was standing over her
badly wounded husband
when a Lyndeborough police
officer responded to a 911 call
on the morning of July 5. She
directed Officer Michael
Needham to the nearby trail-
er where Glenn Rodgers, who
is accused of killing the 91-
year-old St. Laurent by at-
tacking him with a hatchet,
was hiding. She then stayed
by her husband while Need-
ham convinced Rodgers to

Turn to MURDER......Page 6

ABOUT THE SERIES
Today, we complete

“A Return to Our Roots,” 
a summer-long series that 

spotlights food production in
the Monadnock region and how
local trends reflect a shift in the

way the nation eats. From 
farmers markets to school

lunches, the implications of 
our food choices tell a deeper
story about how we envision 
our world. The series, which 
has appeared once a month
since May, focuses in each
installment on a different 
aspect of our food system.

“LOCALLY KNOWN”
Organic farming photographer
Kimberly Peck continues her

visual exploration of the region’s
food scene. Page 10

BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

During lunchtime at the Well School in Peterborough, clanking pots
and baking pans rival the steady hum of students chatting. Tudie
Stropparo, kitchen director at the school, doesn’t stay still, con-

stantly bustling around taking bagels out of the oven and replenishing the
scrambled eggs.

It’s brunch for lunch day, and students line up to fill their plates with
quiches and homemade breads. They pile on an eclectic mix of vegetables
— sliced peppers, freshly made coleslaw, cucumber and carrot salad, sal-
sa — and amble toward their tables in a scene that’s replayed in cafeterias
across the country.

The difference is, these kids don’t hesitate at the vegetable lineup.
There’s no face scrunching at the prospect of whole wheat bread; there is
no sly supplanting of the home fries for broccoli. Stropparo jokes with each
student as they pass, making suggestions to round out their plates as she
hovers over the buffet, cleaning and arranging.

Akhil Garland, the director of the Well School, credits Stropparo with in-
culcating a culture of culinary experimentation and sympathy for vegeta-
bles among the students. But the impetus for the kitchen began with a
more sweeping desire — to address a disconnected food production sys-
tem and encourage healthy eating among youth.

“We have a national health problem,” Garland said over lunch in the
kitchen before the school year ended in May. “And there’s been a distinct
correlation between the rise of processed foods and those health prob-
lems.”

Turn to ROOTS................................................................Page 5

Turn to PLOWING ...........................Page 5

BOOM, BANG
Over the weekend, Jaffrey’s Festival of 
Fireworks paid tribute to the American spirit;
Other communities found ways to celebrate,
too. More Photos, Pages 6 & 20

Police: Incident
appears to be 
accidental



ticipated snowstorms. 
In May, the DRA disallowed

the expense, citing relevant
state statutes and legal prece-
dent. 

“As we stand today,” said
Kieley, “the Board of Select-
men needs to find the $25,000 in
the money we’ve already got.
That’s our responsibility.”

Town Counsel Dwight
Sowerby, who attended the fo-
rum, said the legal precedent
of the October 1952 case of
Clapp v. the Town of Jaffrey is
“the law of the land” and an ap-
peal would have to go to the
N.H. Supreme Court. 

The state Supreme Court
ruled in the 1952 case that,
“NH municipalities have no le-
gal obligation to plow, salt or
sand Class VI roads, private
roads or private driveways
with municipal funds or re-
sources. More importantly,
they have no legal authority to
do this, except in very narrow
circumstances.”

Since driveway plowing
falls outside of what the state

legally allows towns to do with
public funds, the town cannot
be held liable if someone were
to pursue litigation for injury
or damages incurred during
plowing, said Petro.

The liability would fall on
the Select Board members and
the town’s Road Agent Tim
Fiske.

Petro revealed what he de-
scribed as the best-case sce-
nario when he said State Rep.
Jennifer Daler, D-Temple, Dis-
trict 4 advised that the town
could attempt to put the issue
on the docket for a special ses-
sion of legislation in Septem-
ber. 

However, since the private
driveway plowing is also a
state constitutional issue in
that it is deemed misappropri-
ation of public funds, a state
constitutional amendment
would be necessary to change
the law.

“If we can’t get around the
legislation, the town could sue
the DRA saying [its] letter was
improper,” Petro suggested,
referring to the letter DRA
sent the town disallowing the

use of public funds for plowing
driveways. “It could cost
$50,000 to $100,000 and take a
lot of time, putting us out of
business for a year or so.”

“How will we find $100,000
when we can’t even find $25,000
to pay for last year?” someone
asked the board.

“Whatever we do, and how-
ever we do it, it’s going to cost
money and I want the people to
say that you are willing to
spend whatever you have to
spend to pursue this avenue,”
said Petro.

Nearly an hour into the
meeting, Steve Andersen,
chair of the Budget Advisory
Committee and owner of
Wheeland’s Auto and Truck
Center, presented an idea for a
nonprofit association to plow
driveways. 

Andersen started his pres-
entation with a history of drive-
way plowing in Temple and
pointed out that a number of
driveways are actually town
roads. Eight driveways are
town roads, according to An-
dersen.

“If snowplowing goes away,

these driveways [still] get
plowed, sanded, ditched, road-
side mowed, graveled, erosion
controlled and grated,” he
said. 

The roads used to be public,
but today do not service the
community in any way, except
as as personal drives, he said. 

Andersen said he planned
to submit a warrant article in
next year’s budget to make the
eight roads officially private
driveways.

He also proposed the for-
mation of an association that
would allow residents to opt in
to a non-binding, nonprofit
snow removal service. He said
for the past 12 years a $300,000
house paid $105 a year on aver-
age for the town to plow the
driveway. Under an associa-
tion, he said, a $300,000 house
would pay $180 a year and any
surplus goes back into the as-
sociation.

“We’ve got everything in
place. All I need to know is who
wants to be involved,” said An-
dersen.

The town already contracts
Andersen’s company, Whee-

land’s Auto and Truck Center,
to plow the driveways and the
town’s Road Agent Tim Fiske,
who has agreed to participate
in the proposed association,
already coordinates the plow-
ing.

Since the association would
potentially contract people
who already plow the drive-
ways for the town, it would be
equally effective, said Ander-
sen. 

“If you don’t think there’s
value in the association, don’t
opt in,” he said Thursday.

Katherine Moore of Maple
Wood Drive said, “By banding

together we can provide a
service to ourselves and our
neighbors that benefits every-
one.” 

She added, “Instead of fo-
cusing on a legal struggle that
would mire us...if we could fo-
cus on a solution like [the asso-
ciation] I think we would get a
gold star.”

On Monday, Town Adminis-
trator Debra Harling said, “I
think the majority of people un-
derstood the issue and are will-
ing to look at the association.”

The Select Board said they
will discuss the next step at its
meeting Tuesday night. 

Temple residents discuss ways to continue a plowing tradition
PLOWING ......(from page 1)

When the campfire started to
die out, Patten told his daugh-
ter that he would go for a pad-
dle on the brook and the others
at the campfire went off to bed.

“He told Savannah, ‘The
moon is bright. I’ll be fine. I
won’t be gone long,” Beverly
said.

It wasn’t until morning that
Beverly discovered her hus-
band hadn’t returned. She said
she paddled toward town on
Moose Brook and soon saw his
overturned kayak.

“I screamed,” she said. “I
screamed like I’ve never
screamed in my life. The boat
was upside down. I knew he
was still in it. I screamed and I
shook that boat.”

She had a cell phone with
her and she called 911 first,
then called her daughter and

had her call 911 as well. She
stayed by the kayak until res-
cuers arrived.

Hancock rescue workers
and police responded and a
rescue boat was used to recov-
er Patten’s body, according to
Hancock Police Chief Andrew
Wood.

In a press release, Wood
wrote that Patten was belted
into the kayak and was wear-
ing a life vest. Wood wrote that
the initial investigation by the
Hancock Police Department
and the state medical examin-
er’s office had concluded that
the death was an accidental
drowning. A representative at
the N.H. Medical Examiner’s
office said on Monday that no
additional information about
the investigation was avail-
able.

Hancock Officer Melissa
Hetrick said Sunday that Pat-

ten’s body was recovered in the
section of Moose Brook be-
tween the Longview Road
bridge and Norway Pond.

“The water is about two to
four feet deep in that section,”
Hetrick said.

The Pattens have lived in
Hancock since 2000, when they
moved from Arizona after vis-
iting family in the area. 

“We fell in love with this
place,” Beverly said. “I’m so
fortunate that we’re here. I’ve
had a huge support group.”

Lance Patten had worked
for the Mathewson Company, a
construction company in Han-
cock, and most recently for
Allen and Mathewson compa-
ny as an oil and propane tech-
nician. He and his wife had re-
cently finishing building their
log cabin home with the help of
friends and family members.

Beverly said her husband

was an enthusiastic outdoors-
man. One of his favorite trips,
she said, had been going down
into the Grand Canyon.

“Lance just loved the out-
doors — snowboarding, canoe-
ing, hiking, kayaking,” she
said. “He always believed that
God was outside and man was
inside.”

Beverly said a celebration of
Lance’s life will held at on Fri-
day at 2 p.m. at the First Con-
gregational Church in Han-
cock.

“Wear bright colors and flip-
flops; that’s just who Lance
was,” she said. “No suits or ties
required.” 

An obituary is on page 17.
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The health problems that
Garland is referring to — the
amount of overweight adoles-
cents has tripled in the past
three decades, according to
the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services — have
thrown officials, policymakers
and educators into a frenzy to
curb what has become known
as an epidemic of childhood
obesity and early-onset dia-
betes. 

To Garland, the way to
change eating habits is by de-
veloping a model that inter-
links food production to prepa-
ration via education. “Over the
years,” he said, “kids’ tastes
have really changed. What
they’re learning is what things
really taste like. And I’ve
watched our student popula-
tion become much more com-
fortable, acquiring new tastes.
But the educational compo-
nent must go hand in hand.”

That component is out in the
fields behind the school, where
approximately 15 acres of land
have been turned over to some
sort of food cultivation. The
school keeps chickens (sur-
plus eggs led to the idea of
brunch for lunch), goats and
pigs. A full-time farm manager
oversees extensive fields and a
greenhouse.

Farm manager Catherine
Condella, who cultivates food

for the kitchen year-round us-
ing the greenhouse, works
with teachers to tie science
curriculum into food produc-
tion. Students, she explained
while herding pre-schoolers
through chicken coops in
search of eggs, are more ad-
venturous with their eating
when see firsthand where food
comes from. 

“They get to see where their
food is coming from and get to
see it grown,” she said, “They
see that the pigs have a super
life, and they know that we
place emphasis on being sus-
tainable and respectful. And
there are so many kids who
want to be involved.”

The trouble with the model,
though, is bringing it to a scale
that can be effective at larger
schools. Out of the kitchen,
which runs out of a re-modeled
art classroom, Stropparo usu-
ally feeds around 150 students,
teachers and administrators
per day. 

For larger schools, supply-
ing food to student populations
often becomes a calculus be-
tween finances and rules.
Plagued with tightly regulated
testing standards and annual
budget battles, school boards
frequently consider cafeteria
services as a mere after-
thought.

But recent changes in fed-
eral regulation and funding
could bring the issue to the

fore. A representative from
Café Services, an independent
catering company that sup-
plies the Mascenic School Dis-
trict, visited the School Board
there in May to warn board
members about menu
changes that would be imple-
mented in the fall based on a
federal law passed last De-
cember.

The law, called the Healthy,
Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010,
allocates additional funding
for reduced lunch programs
and sets new USDA guidelines
for school nutritional stan-
dards.

School menus will serve
whole-wheat products in-
stead of processed breads
and pastas, and there will be
weekly limits on the frequen-
cy with which foods like pota-
toes can appear on menus.
One menu posted as an exam-
ple on the website of the White
House replaces a hot dog on a
bun with ketchup and canned
pears with whole wheat
spaghetti with meat sauce
and broccoli. 

The changes, however,
were met with skepticism by
Mascenic School Board mem-
bers, who expressed concern
about students’ reactions to
the shift. “It’s carrots vs.
twinkies,” Vice Chair Chad
Gibson said, “We’re going to
have to pay more and our food
is going to get ... healthier.”

But board members also
said they would have to set the
example for students, and
some pointed out that after a
brief period of adaptation the
new food would become the
new norm. “You can learn to
love carrots and celery sticks,
I’ll tell ya,” Superintendent
Leo Corriveau laughed. 

Still, some schools are try-
ing to bridge the divide by en-
couraging gardening as an in-
teractive access point for stu-

dents to get excited about.
South Meadow School in Pe-
terborough and Jaffrey Grade
School both have gardens
where students learn about
food cultivation and plant bi-
ology. The gardens at Jaffrey
Grade School — which in-
clude a pizza garden and an
art garden — are so popular
that schools officials are look-
ing to expand them to more
grades. 

Those programs may end

up overcoming students’
aversion to vegetables organ-
ically, as the strangeness of
the unknown becomes back-
yard banal.  

“There’s such a disconnect
between where food comes
from and what we eat,” Con-
della said hopefully, “If [the
students] grow a carrot, or
pull one out of the ground — if
they’re invested in it — it’s not
just some strange orange
thing on a plate.” 

Local produce goes to school
ROOTS ..........(from page 1)

 116265

 Jennifer A. Charland, DMD, PLLC

 603-899-2422

 Gentle Dental Care for the Whole Family

 (Across from Walmart) www.signaturesmilesnh.com • 31 Sonja Dr. Suite 3, Rindge NH  (Across from Walmart) (Across from Walmart)

 General Dentistry  •  Cosmetic Dentistry  •  Metal-Free 
 Fillings  •  Single Visit Crowns & Onlays
 Nitrous Oxide Available  •  Evening Appointments

 Allow us to help you
    create  your

 smile     signature  smile

 Most Insurances Accepted
 Credit Cards Accepted
 Financing Options Available

 GAUTHIER GAUTHIER GAUTHIER
 AUTO SERVICE , LLC AUTO SERVICE , LLC

CERTIFIED

MASTER

 119 Peterborough St. • Rte 202 • Jaffrey, NH • 532-7391

 116279

 Stop by and 
 enjoy a FREE 
 Hot Dog while 

 you wait.

 No Appointment 
 Necessary

 Weekly Oil Change Special  
 $ 19.95 *

 Every Thursday Night 5-7pm
 *up to 5 quarts of non-synthetic oil and oil filter 

 11
62

48

 Route 202, Rindge, NH •  532-6337
 H OURS :  Mon. -Fri. 8:00-5:30,  Sat. 8:00-2:00

 Check out our inventory on line at  www.alpinemotorcompany.com

 Alpine Motor Company, LLC Alpine Motor Company, LLC
CERTIFIED

MASTER

 2001 Nissan Altima  Maroon w/ cloth & sunroof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $5995*
 2001 Chevrolet Silverado LS 1500 X Cab 4X4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9695*
 1997 Mercury Mountaineer  AWD  V8 Price includes 3/3 Powertrain Warranty  $1995

 2005 Chrylser Town and Country LX 2005 Chrylser Town and Country LX 2005 Chrylser Town and Country LX
 7 passenger, power options, 6 cyl

 $ 8595* $ 8595* $ 8595*

 *prices include 12/12 Powertrain warranty

 Helping  Seniors

 Live Independently  at Home

 For further information

 call Cindy Bowen at

 603-371-0809

 Linda Borell and her
  mother, Martha Bradford, Jaffrey

 ❞

 www.monadnockathome.org 

 ❝ W             hen my elderly 
 mother had a stroke, I had 
 no help to care for her at 
 home. I was so grateful 
 when Monadnock at Home 
 provided the assistance I 
 needed to find an LNA, 
 who helps with personal 
 care, laundry, plus cooks, 
 gardens, and even plays a 
 friendly game of  cards with 
 my mother.

 116272

 Brady’s Plaza
 Peterborough, NH

 (by Dunkin’ Donuts!)

 603-784-5680
 www.monadpets.org

 Peterborough
 Adoption Center!

 Hours: Wed-Fri Noon-6pm,
 Sat-Sun 9am-3:30pm

 COME SEE OUR ADOPTION CENTER IN

 Feline Adoption 
 Special -

   We are taking  $10 OFF  the 
 adoption fee for each month 

 a cat has been at MHS.
 ($30 minimum adoption fee).

 SAVE THE DATE ! - September 25
  is our Annual Walk for the Animals

 Sweetie  is an affectionate 4 year 
 old tortie who loves to talk.  She’d 
 like to be in an only-cat home with 
 owners who will pet and love on 
 her, but also respect her space when 
 she wants to be alone.

 OWEN CLOUTIER
 TOWING TOWING

 115615

 532-7380
 JAFFREY, NH

 CASH FOR
 JUNK VEHICLES

 116439

 Milk tested monthly
 by State of New 

 Hampshire.

 Certified Organic Certified Organic
 • EGGS (we have lots!) • EGGS (we have lots!)
 • RAW MILK • RAW MILK
 • FRESH VEGETABLES • FRESH VEGETABLES
 • BEEF • PORK • VEAL • BEEF • PORK • VEAL
 • CHICKEN • LAMB • CHICKEN • LAMB

 Sunnyfield Farm
 Rt. 136

 Peterborough, NH

 Come by the farm
 on Rt 136 or

 call 924-4436
 or 831-2215.

 All From Our Farm! All From Our Farm!
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Luke Wilson, center, chats with Nate Morison, left, and Dan Irvine over a handmade meal in
the Well School kitchen in May.

Kayaker’s lifeless body found in Moose Brook
HANCOCK .....(from page 1)
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