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Coming Tuesday

Viewpoints:
Assessing holiday
shopping season

Sports

Tim Goodwin’s
winter picks
Ledger-Transcript sports
reporter once again goes
out on a limb to tells us
how the upcoming winter
season will unfold.
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FRIDAY WINDY CITY WARDROBE: Dublin, Hancock designers showing in Chicago Page 13

MONADNOCK
MUSIC
Now in its

34th year, the
annual Christmas

Fair gives craft 
and art lovers a
place to go on
Black Friday.

Story, Page 13

SNOWFLAKE
FAIR

Santa will be
working off his

Thanksgiving feast
by making rounds
and checking out

the crafts Saturday
at the Rindge
Meetinghouse.

HAPPY VALLEY
BENEFIT SALE
Local vendors, music
and baked goods are

reason enough to
start your shopping

Thursday at the
Peterborough

Historical Society in
a preschool benefit.

TWO RIVERS
CHOIR

Marybeth Hallinan
leads her

community choir
in a show Sunday
at the Mariposa

that will benefit the
Monadnock Area

Transitional Shelter. 

SHARON ARTS
MINIATURES
Think small this

holiday season. If you
need ideas, head over

to the Sharon Arts
Downtown Crafts

Gallery, where they
have their miniatures

on display.

5
THINGS TO DO

Full calendar, Page 15

News

After 50 years,
Bob Taft is
ready to retire
Longtime Peterborough
attorney started with
Brighton firm in 1958.

Page 2

So, what’s
the speed limit
in Wilton?
Issue is still being debated
as the town considers
changing its default.

Page 10

The
Latest

BREAKING NEWS, BLOGS,
PHOTO GALLERIES,
EVENTS CALENDAR,

DAILY UPDATES
www.ledgertranscript.com

BY ROBERT MICHAELSON
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

RINDGE — Although the popu-
lar caffeine-infused alcoholic drink
Four Loko has just recently been
banned in Massachusetts, local law
enforcement officials remain con-
cerned about highly alcoholic
drinks being marketed to college
students.

“It is targeting college students,
let’s be real about it,” said Rindge
Police Chief Michael Sielicki re-
cently, explaining that the drink is
the latest in products marketed to
that age group recently, though it
represents the worst case he has
seen in his 23 years of service.

According to Sielicki, there have
been four incidents in the past
month related to the fruit-flavored

malt beverage. One 23.5-ounce can
of the fruit-flavored malt beverage
contains 12 percent alcohol and
sells for about $2.50. 

While the beverage has not been
available in New Hampshire liquor
stores, young adults have been
traveling over the border into
Massachusetts to purchase it.

The drink, commonly known as

NEW IPSWICH

Tea Party
seeks wide
influence
Fledgling group mobilizes
to reshape town politics
BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

NEW IPSWICH — A
group of residents that call
themselves the Mascenic
Tea Party has begun meet-
ing to organize for town elec-
tions in March. The group,
which formed and exerted
considerable impact on town
and school budgets last
spring, hopes to put candi-
dates on the ballot and cut
down property taxes next
year.

In an Oct. 20 e-mail, the
group called for meetings to
pick up again after a sum-
mer long hiatus and identi-
fied key “issues to be stud-
ied,” which include opting
out of the School Adminis-
trative Unit (SAU) system
and privatizing the highway
department. At a Nov. 8
meeting, the group dis-
cussed possible items to be
put on petition articles, in-
cluding removing the cur-
rent police chief and making
the police chief position
elected. Eliminating the role
of town administrator, mak-
ing Select Board positions
paid part-time jobs, and dis-
solving Conservation Com-
mission funds were also dis-
cussed. 

“We don’t want to make it
look like we just want to
make cuts to the town. We al-
so want to make cuts to the
school,” group member Bri-
an Somero said at that meet-

ing. “We want to hold the line
on spending. Anybody who’s
spending has the blame.”

The group’s adamancy
stems from a fundamental
and binding commitment to
slashing the tax rate. While
the Tea Party groundswell
has become notorious, as
much for its acerbic rhetoric
as for the threat it poses to
traditional political institu-
tions, the inchoate New Ip-
swich group claims autono-
my from any national move-
ment.

“We’re only focused on
what’s happening in town,”
the Mascenic Tea Party’s
spokesperson Jason Somero
said Monday. “Local politics
really transcends party
lines. For example, you can
have a liberal person who
wants to make cuts.” 

The group is unabashedly
supportive of conservative
Turn to GROUP ..........Page 6

We don’t
want to

make it look like we
just want to make
cuts to the town. We
also want to make
cuts to the school.

BBrriiaann  SSoommeerroo,,  
TTeeaa  PPaarrttyy  mmeemmbbeerr

“

GREENVILLE

Homeowner concerned
about slope instability
BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

GREENVILLE — Mem-
bers of the Alix family ex-
pressed concern at a Select
Board meeting on Monday
over delays on the stabiliza-
tion of High Street and the re-
location of street barriers
that has opened the road to
traffic up to the town border
with New Ipswich.

A March 31 landslide that
took out part of the slope near
High Street by the Souhegan
River has been an ongoing

concern with the price of sta-
bilization projects projected
to be more than $1 million.
The town is currently looking
to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for
funding support. 

The urgency of stabilizing
the slope has become particu-
larly acute with the winter
months approaching, as engi-
neering firm Headwaters Hy-
drology wrote in a report,
warning that the winter thaw
could cause further land-
slides.

Turn to SLOPE .........Page 6

Police, FPU warn of powerful drink

Turn to DRINK ..................Page 6

Four Loko has been pulled from shelves nationally, but fears of trend continue

FACES IN THE MAKING

THE SEASON TO GIVE & SHOP

The works of Peterborough
artist Mona Adisa Brooks
are shown in various stages.
Above is a collection of 
porcelain heads after they’ve
been fired, and at right is a
finished version. Brooks is
busy putting the finishing
touches on another exhibit
that she will soon place in the
windows of the Granite Block
Building at the corner of
Grove and Main streets in 
Peterborough.

FFoorr  mmoorree  pphhoottooss  ooff  BBrrooookkss’’
aarrttwwoorrkk  aass  iitt  ccoommeess  ttoo  lliiffee,,
ttuurrnn  ttoo  PPaaggee  1188..

STAFF PHOTOS BY MEGHAN PIERCE



principles. They came to-
gether last January under
the name of Concerned Tax-
payers to protest a town tax
hike of 30 percent. About 30
residents came out to the
first meeting last year, and
Jason Somero said Monday
that by the second meeting
there were more than 50 peo-
ple. The group moved their
meeting space to the Hope
Chapel to accommodate
their burgeoning numbers,
and they began to appear at
school budget hearings to
put pressure on public offi-
cials to make cuts.

The group reached its
apex at the town deliberative
session last year, where they
were able to slash the town
and school budgets and sig-
nificantly alter proposed
warrant articles. In the
course of the meetings, the
school budget was reduced
from the original default of
$15,984,460 to $15,200,000
and the town budget went
from a proposed $2,396,279 to
$2,250,000. Some of the fall-
outs of the cuts included the
layoff of police department
secretary Jennifer Weston,
who has since been hired by
Peterborough.

Now the group expects
the bulk of its impact to be
made again at the delibera-
tive session in February and
at the ballot box in March.
The success of the group, Ja-
son Somero explained in a
phone interview on Tuesday,
relies on the SB-2 system
that eliminates the town
meeting, which he said is not
“conducive to the working
man’s schedule.”

But it was the significance
of the tax increase that fo-
mented discontent and mo-
bilized collective action last
year, and some members of
the Mascenic Tea Party are
concerned that element is
missing now that the tax rate
has gone down again.  

Though there are 60 peo-
ple on the group e-mail list,
meetings usually have be-
tween eight and 15 atten-
dees. Though it encompass-
es disparate opinions and
degrees on the political
spectrum, the group decided
to name Jason Somero
spokesperson. They’re care-
ful to say that they’re still de-
ciding which issues to push

in the upcoming season, and
that campaigning won’t like-
ly begin till mid-December.

And they’re wary of com-
mitting rookie mistakes that
hindered some of the
progress they hoped for last
year. Concerns were raised
at the Nov. 8 meeting over
the feasibility of some of the
ideas; some members asked
about the legality of some of
the measures.

It’s a challenge that Jason
Somero brought up at a Se-
lect Board meeting the next
night, Nov. 9.

“On the surface it may
seem a bit naïve,” he said,
“but that’s why we’re here at
the Select Board meeting, to
see if these things are
naïve... What I’m really after
is your knowledge of how the
system works.”

The Select Board, all the
members of which nodded
when asked if they had re-
ceived a copy of the initial e-
mail, met some of the pro-
posals with skepticism. But
they welcomed the list as a
sign of widening civic en-
gagement.

“I found the list encourag-
ing,” Select Board member
Bennti Hoiska said at the
meeting. “That doesn’t mean
I agree with everything on
the list, but it’s good that
people are thinking.”

George Lawrence, who
has served on the Select
Board on and off for more
than 30 years, challenged
the group to approach
change from the inside.
“Why don’t you get someone
from your own group?” he
asked. “Maybe if you get in-
volved you would see it a lit-
tle differently.”

Putting candidates for-
ward for the Select Board
and the Mascenic School
Board are the top two priori-
ties for the group according
to the initial e-mail, but
prospective candidates have
not been forthcoming. Oth-
erwise, the group targets ad-
ministration and unwieldy
contracts as being sources of
wasteful spending. “Howev-
er they got this administra-
tion thing by us,” Jason
Somero said at the Nov. 8
meeting, “is a miracle. You
know that’s nothing but a
pork barrel.”

Special grievance is re-
served for Police Chief Gar-
rett Chamberlain, who the
group says is disinterested
in town affairs. But Cham-
berlain said Wednesday that
the group’s antipathy vindi-
cates the department.
“They’re anti police,” he
said. “The fact that they
don’t like me is a vote of sup-
port. We’ve made New Ip-
swich a decent place to live
again.”   

Chamberlain said that
making the position elected,
rather than appointed by the
Select Board as it is now,
would open the department
up to the corrupting force of
politics. “It would make it a
political position where
someone always has to wor-
ry about whether the deci-
sions they make are cost
them their position.”

Though the Mascenic Tea
Party is in its infancy, thus
far they’ve shown a willing-
ness to roll their sleeves up,
and the do-it-yourself men-
tality that binds the group fu-
els many of their ideas.
“There is ... neighborhood
crime watch,” Jason Somero
suggested at the Nov. 8 meet-
ing while discussing the is-
sue of public safety. “There
are plenty of guns around
here.”
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 J.P. STEPHENS J.P. STEPHENS J.P. STEPHENS

 Tues & Wed 11:30am - 9:00pm 
 Thurs-Sat 11:30am - 11:00pm 
 Sunday: Brunch 10am - 3pm 

 Dinner 11:30am - 8pm
 C LOSED  M ONDAYS

 For Reservations or Information
 (603) 899-3322

 Route 202, Rindge,  NH
 www.jpstephensrestaurant.com

 Shawn Sweeney  from  Tree-O
 November 26th

 Tom Rousseau -  November 27th
 Irish Music -  November 30th

 Tom Rousseau -  December 3rd
 Pat Flood -  December 9th

 Bob Dean -  December 11th

 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

 Good Food
 Good Friends
 Good Times!

 Early Bird Specials
 Tues, Wed & Thurs

 3 To 5 P.M. Buy One Entree Get 
 Another Entree 1/2 Price

 (Similar Or Lesser Value - Mention This Ad.)

Tea Party seeks
deeper influence
GROUP..........(from page 1)

“blackout in a can,” is compa-
rable to four or five 12-ounce
beers in alcohol content and
several shots of espresso.
Nationally, individuals hospi-
talized after drinking Four
Loko have had a blood alco-
hol level as high as 0.35, high-
er than what is considered
potentially fatal at 0.30, ac-
cording to researchers.

Sielicki said one 18-year-
old female student at
Franklin Pierce University
was hospitalized for injuries
she received after consum-
ing four cans of Four Loko.
Another 18-year-old male
student reported losing con-
trol after drinking the bever-
age.

“He said ‘I don’t know if I
got knocked out by drink or by
getting punched in the face,’ “
said Sielicki. “How do you
drink responsibly when you
have the equivalent of over
three drinks in one can?”

The FDA announced last
Wednesday that packaged
caffeine-infused alcoholic
drinks are illegal and should
be removed from shelves na-
tionwide. The drink’s pro-
ducer, Phusion Projects,
have already taken steps to
remove the caffeine, taurine
and guarana from their
drink.

FPU Director of Health

Services Lee Potter recently
sent an e-mail to students re-
garding several incidents on
campus where the consump-
tion of Four Loko resulted in
hospitalization.

Potter said in the e-mail
that Four Loko’s combina-
tion of alcohol and caffeine
can lead people to misjudge
how intoxicated they are,
leading to injuries, blackouts
and possibly death. Accord-
ing to reports from Massa-
chusetts, researchers have
said caffeine can mask some
of the effects of alcohol, lead-
ing some who drink the sweet
beverage to become more in-
toxicated than they other-
wise would.

N.H. Liquor Commission-
er Joe Mollica said in a press
release last week that caf-
feinated alcohol drinks are
not for sale in New Hamp-
shire and won’t be anytime
soon.

Sielicki said he was con-
cerned that products like
Four Loko would become a
trend because of beverage
companies that offer college
students cheaper and easier
ways to become heavily in-
toxicated.

“They’ll find a market,
they’ll find a niche, that’s
what they do,” said Sielicki.
“Hopefully states and law en-
forcement will keep ahead of
it.”

Warning over drink
DRINK...........(from page 1)

“Stability analyses of the
existing slope indicate that
the lower slope is marginally
stable and the main scarp is
unstable,” the Sept. 17 report
stated. “In any event, contin-
ued failure of the slope should
be anticipated and prepara-
tions for stabilizing the slope,
including temporarily relo-
cating the overhead utilities,
should be initiated.”

High Street resident
George Alix pointed to the re-
port at a Select Board meet-
ing on Monday and inquired
after the status of the stabi-
lization. Select Board mem-
bers responded that they are
also concerned about the
safety of the slope and said
that they are pursuing fund-
ing for stabilization projects.

Part of the problem, Select
Board members pointed out,
is that there are various pos-
sibilities for funding but none
that cover the full cost of sta-

bilizing the slope. FEMA has
agreed to fund 75 percent of
the least expensive stabiliza-
tion option, which would leave
the responsibility of the re-
maining 25 percent to the
town.

“We’re still in the process
of waiting for FEMA to see if
that’s acceptable to them, and
if a larger amount of money
could be considered,” Select
Board member Brenda Berg-
eron said, referring to the
more expensive phased ap-
proach that the town decided
to support, which would put in
permanent rather than tem-
porary sheet wall piling. “And
also, we’re trying to see if we
can get an appointment with
Governor Lynch,” she contin-
ued, “to go up there and beg,
basically, to see if we can get
12.5 percent.”

Town Administrator Kelley
Collins said Tuesday that the
town submitted its official
project proposal to FEMA on
Nov. 10. The proposal, she

said, includes $749,000 for im-
mediate placement of perma-
nent sheet wall piling, then a
secondary process in the
spring. But even if the funding
is approved, the town has to
find the other 25 percent be-
fore anything can begin. “We
totally care about them and
safety is utmost in our
minds,” said Collins, “but we
can’t go this alone, even if we
wanted to.”

Another concern that the
Alix family expressed on Mon-
day is the relocation road bar-
riers from the site of the land-
slide to the top of the hill,
where the town abuts New Ip-
swich. The relocation gives
unhindered access to the resi-
dents of High Street, but Alix
said Wednesday that the con-
venience of easy access for
the residents of that section of
road, which includes himself
and his family, don’t outweigh
the safety concerns.

“I know that a lot of people
that live up the hill don’t agree

with me, and they’d rather
come down the hill,” Alix said.
“But I think the town should
err on the side of safety rather
than convenience. Because if
[the slope] should go as some-
one was driving down the
road, I don’t think they’d sur-
vive that fall.”

Sean Sweeney, Headwa-
ters Hydrology’s head engi-
neer on the project, said
Wednesday that slope failure
could cause damage to the
roadway. He said that it could
also endanger the town water
main, as well as the resi-
dences on High Street. But,
he said, it would have to be a
significant slide that would
impact the residences.

As it is, Alina Alix and her
husband, who live at 46 High
Street, leave the house and
stay at their daughters’ every
time it rains. They have also
lost a tenant, who provided
them with some additional in-
come, due to insurance liabili-
ty concerns.

Owner concerned about slope stability
SLOPE ..........(from page 1)
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